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A  D  U  I!  E  S  S. 


The  Compiler  trusts,  in  introducing  the  present  Publication  to  the  notice  of  a 
discriminating  and  enlightened  Public,  little  need  be  said  in  recommendation,  as  it  must 
occur  to  all,  that  a  Woik  calculated  to  improve  the  general  taste,  and  impart  to  our 
Manufactures  a  superior  elegance,  must  be  as  advantageous  as  it  is  pleasing  and  useful  ; 
with  this  consideration,  the  objects  have  been  selected  with  the  utmost  care,  and  are 
chosen  for  their  peculiar  beauty,  immense  variety,  and  the  unusual  taste  in  design  and 
general  arrangement. 

The  Collection  consists  of  Designs  which  were  originally  intended  for  particular 
purposes,  and  mostly  have  been  executed  upon  the  Continent  ;  it  cxemi)lities  the  admired 
style  of  Percier  and  Fontaine,  or  what  may  be  termed  the  modern  French  style,  and 
contains  various  examples  of  Painted  Panels — Carpet  Patterns — Transparencies — Em- 
broidered Chair  Covers — Enriched  Entablatures — Ornamental  Table  Tops — Car\-ed-work 
Borders,  &c.  &c.  Although  in  many  instances  these  mav  be  inappUcable  for  precisely  the 
same  purposes  as  those  for  which  they  were  at  first  intended,  vet  they  will  be  found 
eminently  serviceable  for  selection  and  adaption,  this  being  the  chief  object  of  the  Work  ; 
and  with  the  consideration,  that  they  would  generally  be  applied  to  other  uses,  it  was 
thought  unnecessary  to  state  for  what  they  were  designed  originallv.  or  to  give  letter- 
press descriptions  of  each,  especially  as  it  might  rather  tend  to  confuse  the  ideas  when 
making  selections  and  arranging  nevf  combinations. 

The  style  exemplified  in  this  Work  is,  perhaps,  above  all  others,  most  suited  to 
embeUish  British  Works  of  Art  ;  it  combines  grandeur  with  delicacy  in  detail,  which  fits 
it  equally  for  large  designs,  and  for  small  and  most  fanciful  objects.  Its  foundation 
is  that  ol  the  Grecian,  and  will  therefore  be  less  at  variance  with  the  general  style  of 
building ;  hence  it  is  peculiarly  adaptcil  to  the  present  age,  and  to  meet  the  encreasing 
demand  for  articles  of  superior  ornament  ,  by  its  chaste  and  classical  combinations  it  is  also 
greatly  calculated  to  keep  pace  with  modern  improvement,  the  great  progress  of  refinement, 
and  the  rapid  advancement  of  taste. 
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